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Idea generation toolkit 

1. Gather four different containers 
and label them Location, Incident, 
Characters and Traits. 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Take four sheets of paper and label 
them with the same headings. 

3. On the Location sheet write every 
location to which you may be able 
to can gain access e.g. park, house, 
bus stop etc. 

4. Repeat with Characters e.g. 
middle-aged woman, 10-year old 
boy etc. 

5. Now fill in the Traits sheet e.g. 
hates flies, loves Kung Fu movies, 
nervous tendencies etc. 

6. Finally fill in the Incident sheet 
e.g. caught shoplifting, robbed at 
knifepoint, hit by a car etc. 

7. Now cut up each sheet, putting 
each individual item listed on 
each sheet into the corresponding 
container. When your containers 
have all of their contents, pull 
out one location, one incident, 
two characters and two traits and 
use these to develop a storyline 
for a short film. Try different 
combinations until you find one 
that inspires you.

Quick Things to Try: 

• Take a newspaper and pick two 
human-interest stories. Combine 
them to create your own short 
script; 

• Take a family myth or funny story 
and re-write it as a script; 

• Watch a short film and stop 
it at one minute into the film. 
Ask yourself what happens 
next? Write three different 
scenarios, which feature different 
outcomes; 

• Play a short film but switch off 
the visuals, listening only to the 
soundtrack write where you 
think the film is set, who the 
characters are, and what you 
think the storyline is. Create a 
script based on your scenario; 

• Use sound as a starting point; 
church bells, factory noise, a 
school playground. Use the 
sound to develop your idea; for 
example, ask yourself who is 
ringing the bells or who are they 
being rung for? Develop your 
story and cast of characters from 
there; and 

• Take a postcard or painting and 
ask yourself what happened 
just before the image or 
what happened immediately 
afterwards.
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